
TALKING POINTS

Special Immigrant Visa 

 ∙ U.S. involvement in Afghanistan is ending. We cannot complete our mission there 
without honoring our commitment to the Afghan translators, engineers, security guards, 
embassy clerks, logisticians, cultural advisors, and soldiers who have stood  by us. Many of 
these allies and their families now face death threats for their service to the United States. 
We gave our word to protect these allies, a promise that we have kept since 2009. That 
promise is now in jeopardy.

 ∙ Iraqi interpreters have been left behind. The situation in Iraq is so insecure, that our 
embassy in Baghdad cannot open in order to process the few remaining SIV cases.  We 
must complete our promise to the Iraqi interpreters and bring them to safety.  

 ∙ Since 2009, funding for the Afghan SIV program has been authorized in the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).  There has been no additional funding for the Iraqi 
program since 2014.

 ∙ There are currently thousands of interpreters in Afghanistan and Iraq waiting for 
their applications to complete the years-long processing so that they can re-settle in 
the United States with their families. Every day they are in-country is a day their and 
their families lives are in danger.

 ∙ We must begin the immediate evacuation of these wartime allies in Afghanistan.  
Given Afghanistan’s unique place in the world and our geopolitical relations with 
its neighbors, this must be done  via air. There are four (maybe five) airfields in all of 
Afghanistan that will be able to handle the airlift needed to rapidly evacuate our own 



personnel and equipment. Our Afghan wartime allies, without whom we could not 
have accomplished any of what we have done thus far will likely be our lowest priority 
when planning evacuations.

 ∙ In 1975 and 1996 we evacuated our Vietnamese and Kurdish allies, respectively, 
to Guam where they lived, in safety, while their permanent visa applications were 
processed. We should do the same now for our Afghan allies, while there’s still time .

 ∙ There is an untold number of individuals who put their lives at risk in service to the 
United States who are not eligible for protection under the current programs. These 
programs should be extended, and prior erroneous decisions reversed, to ensure the 
maximum number of individuals are given protection in return for their sacrifices to our 
country. 

 ∙ If we do not take these steps, not only will we have abandoned the very people we 
promised to help, we also jeopardize the U.S.’ ability to engage critical in-country 
assistance during future military operations overseas.

 ∙ Any evacuation of Afghan allies under the Special Immigrant Visa program must 
include all applicants in the SIV system. Extreme delays on the part of the USG and 
DOS have put lives in danger at no fault of the applicants.
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